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What is the National Cycle Network?

The NCN will act as the core network connecting towns,
cities and destinations across Ireland
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Proposed NCN
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The NCN is mandated in the NDP 2021-2030

“The development of a new National Cycling “Transport Infrastructure Ireland will work with
Network Strategy...will map existing cycling key stakeholders, including the NTA, to develop
Infrastructure in both urban and rural areas, a National Cycling Network Strategy which
Including Greenways, and will serve to inform will both map existing cycling infrastructure and
future planning and project delivery identify gaps where future investment could be
decisions in relation to walking and cycling focused in order to establish a comprehensive
infrastructure for the remainder of the decade.” and connected cycling network around

p.61 Ireland. Given its national focus, this Strategy

will encompass both urban and rural areas, and
will be a valuable resource in relation to active
travel connectivity around Ireland.” p.84



Climate Action Plan sets timelines for NCN Plan Delivery

Action 232: Develop a coherent and connected National Cycle Network Strategy

Steps Necessary for Delivery Proposed Output Timeline Lead Key Stakeholders
Complete consultation on a draft National Complete Public Q2 2022 Tl D/Transport, NTA, Local
Cycle Network strategy to support consultation process Authorities, Other key
development of a strategic national for drafting strategy stakeholders: Waterways

network of signed, mainly segregated or
low-traffic routes primarily for cycling but
also accessible and attractive for those
walking, scooting, or wheeling

Ireland, Failte Ireland,
Trails Office, Sports
Ireland etc.

Publish Strategy Strategy published Q4 2022 Tl
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Delivery stages

Stage 1

Strategy Planning

Vision setting

Objectives
development

Stakeholder
engagement

Stage 2
Data Collection
and Analysis

National survey

International case
study analysis

Stakeholder
engagement

O O

Stage 3

Options Development

and Assessment

Network
identification

Options assessment

Stakeholder
engagement

Stage 4

Public Consultation

Public
engagement

Revision
of NCN

Stage 5
Finalisation

Finalise
NCN

Implementation
planning

Tl
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In consultation with delivery partners, the NCN team developed a (
project vision statement, priorities and objectives

Vision statement:

“Develop a safe, connected, and inviting cycle
network between urban areas and key

destinations to achieve accessible, sustainable,

and high-quality routes that will help to reduce
the carbon impact of transport and promote a
healthy and inclusive society.”

Tl
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The NCN Plan will:;

Prioritise inter-urban connectivity between
areas of 5,000+ population, as well as
strategic destinations (e.g., transport hubs,
centres of education/ employment, leisure
and tourist destinations)

Aim to maximise the number of users and
encourage modal shift

Optimise the potential for daily activities via
active travel (e.g., school and work
commutes)

Integrate with existing and proposed cycle
infrastructure

Prioritise both road safety and the safety and
security of users



NCN Plan Objectives

Combat climate change and
i improve air quality (NPF, CAP,
POIICY NIFTI, RSES)

National

_ Reduce emissions from

Policy transportation by supporting
goal modal shift from private vehicles
to cycling and walking

NCN Plan Increase the number of cycle trips by
Improving provision of safe and

SJEMIVERY  oitractive cycling infrastructure

T
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NCN Plan Objectives

National Policies

Healthy living
(NPF & SRTS)

Regional accessibility and
economic development
(NPF & RSES)

Safety & accessibility
(RSS & NPF & SRTYS)

Prudent use of public funds
(PSC)

Bonneagar lompair Eireann
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Policy Goals

Encourage active travel for daily activities
and recreation

Support connectivity and economic
growth of regional areas.

Propose safe and accessible
Infrastructure that encourages modal shift
and limits interactions with other vehicles.

Ensure appropriate balance between
value for money and quality of outcome



Engagement with Delivery Partners

An Roinn Iompair
Department of Transport

Project Board

An Roinn Iompair

Adviso ry Grou P Department of Transport

Technical Group

Project
Management
Team
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Engagement with key stakeholders

Failte %
@ Ireland Waterways \ Ireland

Uiscebhealai Eireann ~ Walterweys Airlann

";.::.1? i,

SPORT EIREANN N
@ SPORT IRELAND Cyclistie:

# CYCLING carg

I R E I-AN D sport « inclusion « ireland
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International best practices were reviewed and incorporated into the
project approach

International case studies: International expertise:

— Denmark — International expert working for the

Vlaams-Brabant Provence in Belgium,

focusing on national and regional

— Hungary cycle networks, including the
Implementation and roll-out of the
Cycle Highways project in Flanders

— United Kingdom

Tl
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Market Research was carried out to understand the views and needs
of potential NCN users

Cycling Influences

What factors influence your decision to make a trip by cycle?

Nbr % obs.
Safety and security (e.g., street lighting, remoteness) 705 66%
Adjacent traffic volume (i.e., number of cars/ truck on the route) 502 47%
Adjacent traffic speed (i.e., speed of cars/ truck on the route) 464 43%
Landscape/ scenery 407 38%
Bicycle parking at deslination 374 35%
Gradient (e.g., steep climb) 364 34%
Need to transport other people or items (e.g., children or heavy loads) 295  28% ‘Other factors’ include:
Number of junctions/ roundabouts 282  26% * Weather
None of the above influence my decision to make a trip by bicycle 224 21% * Distance
Other 69 6% * Ability

TIl:
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Market Research was carried out to understand the views and needs
of potential NCN users

Feedback on Infrastructure Type

80%
70%
60% ]
50%
40% Journey Purpose vs Infrastructure Type
30% I 120%
20% 100%
0% 80%
Greenway Cycle Track Cycle Lane Bus/Cycle Greyway 60%
Lane
40%
m Confident ™ Neutral ™ Not Confiden 20%
0%
Commuting  Escorting Shopping / Family Club Exercise /
Dependant  Socialising  Recreation Recreation Training
W Greenway M Cycle Track B No Preference  m Cycle Lane

T“W m Bus & Cycle Lane m Greyway m Quiet R/LRoad m N Road H/S
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- N
Corridor Selection A
Determine which settlements and key ;
destinations should be included on the NCN

IIIII o -

« Primary: Cities and large towns of >20k = ’ v
population, also includes some towns of >10k S e
population to ensure geographic coverage. o

« Secondary: Medium sized towns of >10k, P % R o
also includes some towns of >5k population I S, O o o S
to ensure geographic coverage. Strategic e NI e
destinations (i.e., rail transport hubs, ferry/ A e -
cruise ship ports). e Al o

- Tertiary: Additional destinations (not shown ey T\ A
on map) located between primary and/ or o e L
secondary nodes which will be included on ° Vi
the NCN where possible (e.g., transport hubs, T
centres of education, centres of employment, ol
leisure destinations, and tourist destinations). .-

T" @® Primary Nodes

b oo o-ﬁ-s(Fo—owgilometers ¢ Secondary Nodes




Corridor Development

Identification of corridor options factors in
multiple data sets

 Corridors will connect:

Primary nodes (o) and Secondary nodes (.)

« Corridors will aim to incorporate:

Tertiary nodes, i.e. smaller settlements (.),
centres of education, centres of employment,
leisure destinations, and tourist destinations

Existing cycle networks/ infrastructure (—,—,—)
Planned cycle networks/ infrastructure (—,-)

Other existing or natural resources, e.g.
disused railways (--)

« Corridors will aim to utilise and/ or compliment
existing and planned cycle infrastructure
whenever possible

Tl
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Interactive NCN map as starting point
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Proposed NCN

« Total length of NCN: ~3,500km

e Corridors are 4km wide and do not include

design information

T
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Proposed NCN

« Total length of NCN: ~3,500km

design information

« NCN links in with existing networks, e.g.,
EuroVelo 1 and NI Greenway Network

Corridors are 4km wide and do not include

v/ Proposed National Cycle Network (NCN)
. Existing Cycle Infrastructure
B 71l Proposed Greenways
Proposed NI Greenway Network
M Eurovelo 1*
EuroVelo 2*
[:| All Proposed Networks

O Settlements over 1k population on the NCN
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Bandon . Carrigaline * EuroVelo is a network of 17 long distance cycle
Kinsale routes across Europe. There are currently two

EuroVelo routes in Ireland:

The EuroVelo 1 route is primarily a signposted route
along existing roads, as well as some greenways.

For more information see our FAQs.



Proposed NCN

« Total length of NCN: ~3,500km

e Corridors are 4km wide and do not include
design information

« NCN links in with existing networks, e.g.,
EuroVelo 1 and NI Greenway Network

« NCN makes use of existing and proposed
greenways where appropriate

v/ Proposed National Cycle Network (NCN) I II §
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Tl Proposed Greenways
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* EuroVelo is a network of 17 long distance cycle
routes across Europe. There are currently two
EuroVelo routes in Ireland:

The EuroVelo 1 route is primarily a signposted route
along existing roads, as well as some greenways.

The EuroVelo 2 route is fully developed between
y and Athlone ing g West of
Athlone the route is still under development.

For more information see our FAQs.



Proposed NCN

« Total length of NCN: ~3,500km

e Corridors are 4km wide and do not include
design information

« NCN links in with existing networks, e.g.,
EuroVelo 1 and NI Greenway Network

 NCN makes use of existing and proposed
greenways where appropriate

e NCN connects over 200 cities, towns and
villages

v Proposed National Cycle Network (NCN) I II &

. Existing Cycle Infrastructure

B Tl Proposed Greenways
. Proposed NI Greenway Network Letterkenny
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[:] All Proposed Networks
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Public consultation

Website:
— 4% May go-live (https://ncn.consultation.ai/)
— Open to public for comment for over four weeks

— Consultation period ends 7t June

Stakeholder engagement:

— 41h-22nd April stakeholder workshops on proposed NCN held in advance of public
consultation


https://ncn.consultation.ai/

Public Consultation Website
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What are the main NCN objectives?




Public Consultation Outcomes

A clear majority of respondents want to cycle more and agree that safe, connected and inviting cycle

infrastructure would encourage them to do so

100%
80%
60%
40%
20%

0%

THY
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4%
1%

5%

“I would like to cycle more than | do now”.

3%
1%

2%

“The provision of safe, connected and
inviting cycle infrastructure would
encourage me and others to cycle more”.

W Strongly disagree

® Somewhat
disagree

M Neither agree
nor disagree

B Somewhat agree

M Strongly agree




Public Consultation Outcomes

Recreational use was the most popular for the proposed network, but 50% of respondents believe
they would use it for commuting

Do you see yourself using the proposed National Cycle Network for any of the following trip types?

81% M Recreational cycling (alone or with friends/cycling club)

M Cycling for exercise/training (alone or with
66% friends/cycling club)

63%

W Visiting shops/cafe, friends/family, doing errands, etc.

50% » Commuting (e.g., to work or college)

46%
M Escorting children/family on recreational cycles
M Escorting a dependent (e.g., to childcare/education)
23%
B | do not see myself using the proposed National Cycle
10% Network
0
59 W Other

THY
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Public Consultation Outcomes

Local access to the NCN most common reason to not use it

8% ® Can not access NCN
®m Will not cycle on unsegregated cycleways
® Can not cycle
46%

® Not interested in the NCN

m Will not cycle due to weather concerns
m Other

m Will not cycle due to vehicles nearby

TIY
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Current Status and Steps to Completion

Tl
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