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Purpose

• To provide sustainable transport 
infrastructure

• Deliver better quality of life

• Support economic growth

• Respect the Environment

2021

• Provide effective, equitable and efficient 
mobility

• Enable safe and resilient networks

• Collaboration

• Deliver end to end improvements (CE)

• Transition to net zero

• Create total value for society



What has changed in the document 
between 2018 and 2021?

2021                                    2018
SCOPE

• Traffic Calming Measures
• School Zone / Community Facilities
• Pedestrian Crossings
• Pedestrian Comfort Assessment

SCOPE

• Traffic Calming Measures
• Pedestrian Crossings



Traffic Calming Measures

1. Reduce the actual width of Carriageways

2. Reduce the perceived width of Carriageways

3. Changes to Surface Materials

4. Introducing Vertical Elements

5. Identify Gateways and key areas

The Treatment of Transition Zones 
to Towns and Villages on National Roads 



Traffic Calming Measures

‘Generally as part of traffic calming there 
will be a reallocation of the public space 

in our towns and villages.’
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TII  graphics by Pat Kane, TII Architects Dept. 

1.3.1 Generally, as part of traffic calming, there will be a reduction in the width of 
the carriageway which means a reallocation of the public space in our towns and 
villages. More space for pedestrians will then enhance connectivity and promote 
walking. Narrower carriageways generally cost less to build and maintain. 



Pedestrian Comfort Assessment

Is there a poor or unsafe pedestrian environment?

Are there minimum footpaths widths 1.8m?

Are the footpaths compliant with minimum DMURS Pedestrian 
Activity and Footpath Widths for the Local Context?

Reference should be made to the

Transport for London Pedestrian Comfort

guidance document.

The Treatment of Transition Zones 
to Towns and Villages on National Roads 



Pedestrian Comfort Assessment

The Treatment of Transition Zones 
to Towns and Villages on National Roads 

Less than 1.8m 

actual footpath width 

on a Main Street

Space reallocation as a

result of traffic calming.

Who gets the space?



Pedestrian Comfort Assessment

The Treatment of Transition Zones 
to Towns and Villages on National Roads 

Main Street less than 1.8m
available footpath with street 
furniture

Consider the safest space
reallocation as a
result of carriageway reduction. 



Pedestrian Provision

The Treatment of Transition Zones 
to Towns and Villages on National Roads 



School Zones and 
Community Facilities
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• usage who/when
• safety
• connections
• cycle/bus function
• meeting place
• local identify

N24

school
school



Transition Zone - Design Tools

1. Reduce the actual width of Carriageways

2. Reduce the perceived width of Carriageways

3. Changes to Surface Materials

4. Introducing Vertical Elements

N24



What has changed in the document 
between 2018 and 2021?

2021                                    2018
3. PREPLANNING, 
SELECTION and ANALYSIS

• Preplanning
• Traffic and Pedestrian Counts
• Collison Details
• Speed measurements
• Survey and Analysis
• Future Development
• General principles
• Design Process
• Monitoring and evaluation
• Areas of heritage value
• Landscape

3. PREPLANNING,
SELECTION and ANALYSIS

• Preplanning
• Traffic and Pedestrian Counts
• Collison Details
• Speed measurements
• Survey
• Future Infrastructural Development
• General principles
• Monitoring and evaluation
• Areas of historical Importance
• Landscaping



3.6 Survey and Analysis
• When we talk about the phrase ‘Context ‘we mean that National Roads don’t exist in 

isolation

• A detailed survey and analysis will help the designer understand the local context, how 
people and traffic use the streets and how space on the street is allocated .



3.9 Design Process

• The standard provides options and 
approaches but does not provide 
specific treatments as the final design will 
be dependent on the local landscape 
and streetscape character.

• The final design will contain the best 
design approach given the local context, 
existing street width, planning context 
and budget considerations.



3.12 Landscape
• Landscape design has an important 

contribution to make in traffic calming, 
both soft and hard landscape. To date a 
large proportion of historic traffic calming 
schemes did not adequately incorporate 
landscaping into the scheme and in too 
many instances there was little or no 
landscaping incorporated. This is one of 
the biggest failings of previous schemes.

• The final design will contain the best 
landscape design approach given the local 
context, existing street width, biodiversity 
opportunities and budget considerations.

• Reference Street Tree and Transport 
Corridor Landscape Guidance

Existing mature trees add to the character of the street and act as 
landmarks, Birr, N52 



Soft Landscape

Ref @dublincitycouncilparks ,Instagram account

Additional advice on soft landscape 
elements which should be used 
alongside roads to complement and 
enhance traffic calming measures

• where and how to plant roadside trees

• Advice on median trees and planting

• Species selection and specification

• Tree pit details

• Verge treatments and planting

• Raised Planters

• Opportunities for Biodiversity Corridors 
(All Ireland Pollination Plan)



Hard Landscape
Additional advice where space 
reallocation results in footpaths or 
public realm areas being extended

• Advice on material selection

• Consistency for wayfinding

• Incorporate SUDS

• Street hierarchy

• Future maintenance

• Reuse and circular economy – TII 
Sustainability Implementation Plan



Street Furniture
Reduce street clutter and new street 
furniture strategy

• Street furniture placement to direct 
pedestrians to crossings or prevent illegal 
parking

• Protect edge of street

• Seating to enhance community and 
address security

• Placement of utility cabinets



Standard Details

What has changed in the drawings 
between 2018 and 2021?

A series of typical designs are presented which cover a range of right of way 
widths.

However iindividual treatments within the Transition Zone as an alternative to the 
guidance given in this section are allowed and encouraged, with the approval of TII.

A focus on a design led approach rather than a prescribed standard. Focus on use of 
locally appropriate finishes and good workmanship for longevity.







Standard Details

A series of typical designs are presented which cover a range of right of way widths.



Standard Details

Focus on use of locally appropriate finishes and good workmanship for longevity.
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