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M3 Clonee to North of Kells Public Private

Partnership Motorway Scheme e Motorway

Official Opening, 4th June 2010 by

Mr. Noel Dempsey,T.D.

Minister for Transport
in the presence of

Mr. Peter Malone

Chairman, National Roads Authority

Cllr. William Carey

Cathaoirleach, Meath County Council

This project has been funded by the Irish Government under the
National Development Plan and Transport 21 and by the European Union s
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Noel Dempsey, T.D.
Minister for Transport

The M3 is one of the biggest road projects to open in Europe this year.
It is opening ahead of schedule and marks another major achievement
in the Government’s delivery of the most ambitious road programme in
our history. The M3 also highlights the importance of Public Private Partnerships in the
delivery of our national road infrastructure.

This Motorway will improve access greatly between Dublin and County Meath and the
North West. It will reduce journey times and bring greater journey time certainty to those
who travel on it. The Motorway will improve our competitiveness and facilitate job creation
in the area. Above all, it will improve the quality of life for the people who travel on the M3
or who live in the towns that are now bypassed.

| wish a safe journey to everyone travelling on this motorway and | ask all who drive on it

to behave courteously to other road users.

Background to the Scheme

The delivery of a scheme of this
magnitude involved many phases,
consultations and planning approvals
before the construction period
commenced in April 2007. In June
2000, the National Roads Authority
in accordance with its NDP mandate
to secure private investment for
developing national roads, identified
the M3 Clonee — North of Kells scheme
as one of a number of schemes for
procurement as a Public Private
Partnership (PPP) scheme.

Meath County Council, as the statutory
Road Authority, undertook the
detailed planning work to ensure
compliance with all statutory/legal
requirements and procedures
relating to the compulsory acquisition
of land and the environmental
impact assessment.

The Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) and Motorway Order for the
scheme was published in March 2002.
This was followed by an Oral Hearing
in Autumn 2002 and subsequent
approval of the Motorway by An Bord
Pleanala in August 2003.

In April 2007, the National Roads
Authority, working with Meath County
Council, awarded the M3 Clonee

to North of Kells Public Private
Partnership concession contract to
Eurolink Motorway Operations (M3)
Ltd (“EuroLink”). The M3 Clonee to
North of Kells Motorway Scheme is the
largest single road contract awarded by
the NRA. In addition to an M3 mainline
new build length of some 61 km, the
scheme includes ancillary roads and
link roads, with a combined total of
over 112km of public road constructed.

Peter Malone
Chairman, National Roads Authority.

The opening of the M3 Clonee to North of Kells Motorway is a significant
achievement which balances the historical importance of an entire region
with the public demand for access to safe and efficient road infrastructure.
The National Roads Authority, the Irish Government, Meath County Council and the
concession company Eurolink, have delivered the appropriate balance with the completion
of this important national project.

The new M3 encompasses over 60 km of new Motorway and dual carriageway providing
for safer journeys, enhanced economic connectivity and easier access to and from the
nation’s capital. Additionally, the history and beauty of the entire area will be made more
easily accessible for future generations to appreciate.

The M3 Contract was awarded in April 20
two months ahead of the expected comp

[Gn Cabhan |
CAVAN

Qchadh an luir
VIRGINIA

IN3

N352

an Muileann gCearr ‘
MULLINGAR l

Dealbhna
DELVIN _

U [N 52 @D

Dun Dealgan
DUNDALK

Ceanannas




Johannes Hahn
EU Commissioner for Regional Policy

On behalf of the European Commission | welcome
the opening of the M3 Clonee to North of Kells PPP
scheme. The completion of this project represents
a significant link between Dublin and the northwest region of
Ireland. This motorway will provide numerous benefits to the
national and regional economy and facilitate the safe and efficient
movement of traffic for all users. The European Union is pleased to
have part-financed the planning and design of this important project
through the European Regional Development Fund.

o7 and is opening almost
letion date.

Cllr William Carey
Cathaoirleach, Meath County Council

| am particularly pleased to welcome today's
opening of the M3 Motorway because | know the
benefits it will bring to people living on the route
and those who travel between Dublin, County Meath and further
afield, in neighboring counties. People in County Meath have been
anticipating today's opening so they can travel on the new roadway
from north of Clonee all the way through County Meath to the
county boundary with Cavan. They will travel more safely and with
far greater ease now that the traffic jams are gone from towns
along the route. People living in the bypassed towns of Dunboyne,
Dunshaughlin, Navan and Kells will benefit from being able to
reclaim their towns.

The opening of the M3 means a welcome to shorter commuting times,

better access for business and tourism and better quality of life which
are immediate tangible benefits for people who live and/or work in
Meath and adjoining areas.

The M3 says, louder than any words, that Meath and the towns
and villages in County Meath are open for business and ready to
become centres that attract jobs to our county.

Tom Dowling
Meath County Manager

The M3 Motorway is a great example of the public
and private sectors working together to deliver
quality infrastructure ahead of schedule. This
Motorway will be a great advantage to the people of County Meath
and will make it easier to access tourist and heritage locations as
well as making County Meath one of the most accessible counties in
Ireland for doing business.

| congratulate all who contributed to its planning and construction.
In particular, | thank the National Roads Authority, Eurolink
Motorway Operations M3, Ferrovial-Agroman and SIAC Construction
Limited, National Road Design Office, M3 Site Monitoring Office
and N3 Meath Consult. | am particularly proud of the role played

by Meath County Council staff under the excellent management of
Mr. Eugene Cummins, Director of Service and Mr. Nicholas Whyatt,
Senior Engineer, in bringing to fruition this important project.

There has been major investment in the physical infrastructure

of the region as part of the overall M3 Clonee to North of Kells
Motorway Scheme. The whole county will benefit greatly from this
new Motorway and | wish all who travel on it safe passage.

Federico Gredilla
CEO, Eurolink Motorway Operations Ltd

After 3 years of hard work, we are delighted to be
opening the new M3 Motorway ahead of schedule.
We are particularly pleased to have participated

in a venture like this, which enhances economic and social
development. There were opportunities to employ local people
during the construction period and this will continue now that we
are starting the operations phase.

We did our best to minimise disruption during the construction
period. Nonetheless, we would like to thank everyone living locally
and those who travelled the route alongside the construction site,
for their co-operation and patience while work was ongoing.

We have a track record of more than 50 years in developing
infrastructure worldwide. We are extremely proud to be given the
opportunity to show our long term commitment to a project of such
magnitude as the M3 and we look forward to operating the M3
safely for many years to come. We wish everyone well who travels
on this new Motorway.



N52 KeLLs
BYPASS

The M3 PPP scheme from Clonee to North of
Kells forms part of the National Primary Route
Network, providing a strategic link between
Dublin and the north-west region. Bypassing
Dunshaughlin, Navan and Kells, the motorway
also includes connections to Clonee and
Dunboyne. It extends from the existing N3

at the Meath Dublin border near Clonee,
northwards to rejoin the N3, 10km north of
Kells, near the border between Meath and
Cavan. The new build M3/N3 mainline route
is 61km long and replaces an existing single
carriageway that was operating at capacity
and beyond.

M3/N3 LINK ROAD

Project Features:

51km of motorway from Clonee to Kells

10km of dual carriageway from Kells to Carnaross,
North of Kells

4km of 2-lane single carriageway; the N52 Kells
Bypass

12km of link roads, both single and dual
carriageway

35km of side roads

34 Overbridges

29 Underbridges and/or underpasses

3 River crossing bridges

1 Footbridge

3 Retaining Wall structures

28 major Drainage Culverts

GRANGE
ToLL PLAZA

The project includes:

6 grade-separated junctions at Pace,
Dunshaughlin, Blundelstown, Kilcarn, Athboy
Road (N51) and Kilmainham.

7 primary at-grade junctions at Kilcarn
Roundabout, Athboy Roundabout, Kilmainham
Roundabout, Mullingar Road Twin Roundabouts,
N52 Kells Bypass Roundabouts, Drumbaragh
Roundabout, Derver Roundabout.

Other significant junctions to the network include
roundabouts at Castlefarm, Newtown Bridge

and Pace on the Dunboyne Bypass, Blackbull
Roundabout , Merrywell Roundabout and also
Roundabouts at Roestown and Cooksland on the
Dunshaughlin Bypass.

Two Toll plazas; the Southern Toll Plaza, at Pace
between Dunshaughlin and Clonee and the
Northern Toll Plaza at Grange, between Navan
and Kells.
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Combined with the upgrade of the M50
scheduled for completion during 2010,
the M3 provides Meath with a high quality
Motorway/Dual Carriageway link to all the
Major Interurban Routes.

Dunshaughlin

The M3 scheme has been completed under
the National Roads Authority’s (NRA) National

Roads Programme and is a key part of the plan BuackauLs
to upgrade the overall national road network ToL PLAZA
for the country.

R154

PACE
INTERCHANGE
CIE PARK & RIDE

»*  Clonee
To Dublin
T

Dunboyne



Archaeology Preserving our Heritage

The large-scale archaeological
investigations undertaken in advance of
the construction of the M3 scheme were
the most intensive investigations of the
archaeological heritage of Meath, ever
carried out. These works were carried out
on behalf of Meath County Council and the
National Roads Authority in accordance
with Ministerial Directions and guided by
a dedicated research framework. A total of
167 archaeological sites were excavated,
ranging in date from the Mesolithic period
(8,000 to 4,000 BC) to the early modern
period. Individual excavation reports are
available at www.m3motorway.ie.

Key findings from the scheme have

been recently published in NRA Scheme
Monograph No. 5, Places Along the Way:
First findings on the M3. The excavation
results have also been the subject of
numerous brochures, posters, magazine
articles, scholarly papers and public talks,
reflecting their importance, both nationally
and internationally.

In the course of archaeological
investigations in the townland of Lismullin,
an enclosure defined by post-holes was

identified and subsequently designated

a National Monument. This site was an
important example of a ceremonial post-
enclosure and has been radio carbon-
dated to the Early Iron Age. That portion of
the enclosure within the road corridor was

the NRA.

fully excavated and recorded in accordance
with Ministerial Directions and all works
were completed in advance of any road
construction. This site will be the subject
of a forthcoming book to be published by

The M3 route design minimises the visual
and physical impact on the Hill of Tara

by choosing a route that is set within the
Gabhra River valley and is further away
from the Hill than the existing N3.
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Early medieval bone motif pieces excavated from an
extensive settlement site at Roestown, which was
occupied for over 500 years (Photo: John Sunderland).

T T

Elevated view of the Early Iron Age post enclosure excavated at Lismullin, showing the extent of the outer enclosure
(Photo: John Sunderland).

Protecting
our Environment

Extensive environmental measures were put in place throughout
construction to minimise the impact of the motorway on the
environment. Environmental Scientists, Hydrogeologists and
Specialist Ecologists implemented the conditions and stipulations
of the Environmental Impact Statement with the absolute priority
of promoting an environmentally sustainable approach to the
construction of the M3 Motorway.

Over 150,000 trees and shrubs were planted throughout the
entire route.

Bat Habitats/Bat Boxes have been installed along the route.

Mammal underpasses have been installed and artificial badger
setts have been constructed, in sensitive locations.

Fencing has been erected to prevent animals straying onto the
finished motorway.

Capture and translocation of trout and salmon was undertaken
by Eastern Regional Fisheries Board at river and stream diversions.



Local and National Benefits of the M3 Motorway

! opportunities.

The extension of motorway/dual carriageway
standard road from Clonee to North of Kells, a
distance of approximately 61 kilometres, significantly
improves road transport connections in the area.

Bypassing Dunshaughlin, Navan and Kells and
other smaller communities will remove through
traffic, improve environmental standards and
promote a safer and improved quality of life for
local residents.

The M3 will contribute to competitiveness and
efficiencies, due to reduced transport costs and
reduced journey times, with enhanced economic

As a motorway, the M3 is 7 to 10 times safer
than the existing road.

There will be significant reductions in travel
times along the route, for commuters and all
other motorists.

The M3 will facilitate access to the many tourist
and heritage attractions in the region.

Major investment has taken place in the physical
infrastructure of the region as part of the overall
M3 Clonee to North of Kells Scheme.

The construction of the M3 has provided local
employment and will continue to do so during the
operations phase.



PPP Project

The National Roads Authority, under their Public Private
Partnership Programme and working with Meath County
Council, awarded Eurolink Motorway Operations (M3)

Ltd the concession contract to design, build, finance,
operate and maintain the M3 Clonee to North of Kells PPP
Motorway Scheme.

Design and Construction

Eurolink’s partners are Cintra Concesiones de
Infraestructuras de Transporte S.A., part of Ferrovial S.A.,
a leading company in the global infrastructure market and
SIAC Construction Limited. M3 Motorway JV (M3 )V) is a
Joint Venture formed by Ferrovial-Agroman, S.A. (through
Ferrovial-Agroman Ireland Ltd.) and SIAC Construction Ltd,
to design and construct the new M3 Motorway.

At the height of construction, 1,800 people were employed
on the M3, many from the local area.

N3 Meath Consult; a joint venture of consulting
engineering firms Arup, Halcrow-Barry and RPS, provided
technical advice to the NRA and Meath Co Council.

Construction Facts
m 10 million tonnes of clay were excavated
m 7 million tonnes of suitable clay fill were imported

m 2 million tonnes of stone used in the foundation of the
road.

m over one million tonnes of macadam used to pave the
1.75 million m? of road surface

m 280 km of fencing line the road network
m 196 km of pipe work

m over 20 km of environmental barriers

= T ¥ af

Operation and Maintenance

Following the opening of the M3 Motorway, approximately 8o staff will be employed by Eurolink in the operation and
maintenance of the road at its premises at Blackbull and Grange Toll Plazas.

www.transport21.ie | www.nra.ie | Tolling information: www.eurolink-m3.ie www.tagcompare.ie

Eurolink

o SI3C o

CONSTRUCTION

'\) Consult

Arup | Halcrow Ba
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